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VENICE FESTIVAL 2004:

“DARWIN’S NIGHTMARE” RECEIVES THE

“EUROPA CINEMAS – VENICE DAYS LABEL”

The Europa Cinemas network has launched a new partnership at the 2004 Venice Festival in association with “Giornate degli Autori - Venice Days”.  

For the first time, they awarded the “Europa Cinemas - Venice Days Label”, the only award in this section, aimed at improving the circulation and visibility of European cinema. Modelled on Cannes’ Directors’ Fortnight, this brand new festival section emphasises quality, diversity and discovering European filmmakers.

A  jury made up of 4 exhibitors from the Europa Cinemas network (Georgette Ranucci – Italy, Matthias Elwardt – Germany, Michel Demopoulos – Greece, Roman Gutek – Poland) has watched the European films in this 2004 selection and chose the winner of the “Europa Cinemas – Venice Days Label”. The winning film will receive support from Europa Cinemas and its exhibitors for promotion and exhibition in the network’s cinemas. 

The Label was awarded on September 11th, at the closing ceremony of the Venice Days, to the first feature film:

« DARWIN’S NIGHTMARE » by Hubert Sauper (Autriche / France / Belgique)

International Sales: Celluloid Dreams

For the past two years, Europa Cinemas and the Directors’ Fortnight in Cannes have been involved in a partnership with the same aims of increasing screenings of European films and raising their profile with audiences and the media. In its first year, the "Europa Cinemas – Directors’ Fortnight Label" was awarded jointly to “THE MOTHER” by Roger Michell (UK) and “KITCHEN STORIES” by Bent Hamer (Norway/Sweden). Bent Hamer, director of “KITCHEN STORIES”, and Angus Finney, co-producer of “THE MOTHER”, came to Cannes to receive the award, calling it “the best prize a film can win, because it is directed to viewing audiences”. The two films were sold in almost all European countries, were mainly shown in Europa Cinemas network theatres, and benefited from the support of network exhibitors.
In 2004, Danielle Arbid's first feature film, «MAAREK HOB – IN THE BATTLEFIELDS» (Lebanon-France) was awarded the Label. 
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